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* IS Diſcourſe was drawn op with 4 Deſign to ſerve 
the poor Clergy, who have but too much need of ſuch | 
ervices ; which I heartily wiſh were done them in a bet 
r Way. If the Argument hath in it the needfal Sup- | 
ports of Truth and Reaſon, (as I hope it hath, how |} 
reanly ſoe ver it may be here manag d) this, one would 
bink, ſhould be ſufficient to ſhelter it from the un- 
ind Cenſures, that ill-minded Men may be tempted to 
oft apon it : But if it ſhould not, I ſhall take the Apo- 
lle Queſtion to be a ſufficient Anſwer to all ſuch Men, 
— : become your Enemy, becauſe I tell you the F 

ruth! 
IT is ſome Satisfaction to the Author, and, me- 
inks, ſbould be no Detriment to the Diſcourſe, that 
i pleading that Cauſe at the Bar of Conſcience, 
hich the Queen of Great-Britain hath ſhews ſo much 
eal for, hy Her late Royal Bounty to the Poor Clergy. 
nd as it wil be a ſtanding Monument of Her Ma- 
lty's Piety, that will render Her Name glorious in fu- 
re Ages, thas She hath procured the Building of ſo 
any Churches in Her Great Metropolis; ſo it is rea- 
able to believe, it would be no ſmall Satisfaction to Her, 
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ſome in the lile wit) ; ſo it is humbly bop'd, that Hu Hoy. 
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' Welfare of the Church f England. For the C 
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tn a manner dead in roo mam places; but allo to ſupp! 
ir at leaſt weaken the growins Pomef of Schiſm. 


av | The rRNA 


to ſee thoſe many Churches throug hom Englarcbrrre- 22 H, 
which now ſtand almoſt empty for want of 4 competent 
Maintenance for ſit Perſons to attend the conſtant 
Weekly Service there. And as Her Majeſty's Royal 
Zeal for Religion, in Beautifying and Adorning Her Au. 
cient Cathedral at Weſtminſter, bath been imitateg þ 


al Bounty oh Poor Clergy, will have its proper and 
ſovereign Influences in provoking others to imitate Her 


Royal Zeal for God's Holy Worſhip. and Service in 


Ornaments in Churches, have their reſpective Uſes, and 
are the proper Teſtimonies of à pious and devout Migd 
in the Beuefactor; yet they cauuot ſpeak to Cod, nor of 
Goa, in that inſtructive may that the Miniſtry aoth, 
AS to what may be juſtiy objeFed ageinit this Dil. 
courſe, with relation to the manifold Defects in its Com 
poſure and Method, I have only this to fay by way of « 
becomipg.\ Acknowledgment, that. it is 4 very impefel 
Eſſay «pom 4 Subject which may deſerve a more comple 
Management from better Hands; and which may wt h 
unſit to entertain the ſerions Thoughts of any one who bi 
4 due Regard for the Worſhip of God, ana the public 
Profeſſion of Religion, and for the Reputation u 


ws 


Clergy, is. deplorable enough; and if proper Rentii 
nere apply a, licannot but hope it mioht be e ettua,, ni 
,oxly to.revive that dus and laudable Zeal for rhe Worlll 
God end tbe publick Profeſſion of Religion, which 


THERE is at length obtain'd, by the Elin 
Almighty Goa, upon the wiſe and watchful Cori 


=; 


The Preface. | v 
„Her Majeſty an Her Miniſtry, 4 Bleſſed and Glorious 


nuch lighter. And, as this Conſideration may help to 


ider the preſent Diſcourſe ſomewhat more ſegſonable; 


„/, whatever ſhall be done in the Way, and to accompliſh 


the Author of Peace and Lover of Concord; and 
rho, though be dwelleth not in Temples made with 
Hands; yet, vhilſt be awelt here on Earth in our * Fleſh, 
was daily teaching and preaching in the Temple, in the 
Way of a pablick Miniſtry, for the Salvation of 
Men. 1 
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* Matth. 26. 55. 


the good Ends, herein propos d, may, per baps, be no uE. 
. acceptable Sacrifice of Thankſgiving to that God, who is 


' 


Peace, whereby the Barthen of Taxes is become already 
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YTHFREE ESTATES | 
EXAMIND, &c. 


Do not intend in this Diſcourſe, to meddle with the 
Controverſy about the Divine Right of Tythes ;, neither 
ill there be any Occaſion for it, in the Proſecution of my 
reſent Deſign : Which is only to ſhew, That the Omn- 
of Tyth-free Eſtates are oblig'd to contribute to the 
port and Maintenance of that Goſpel Miniſtry, - and 
vice, which they partake of : That this Obligation is ground- 
| upon a Law ſuperior to all Humane Laws, Ordinances, or 
emptions whatever : So that thoſe legal Exemptions which 
y have to plead, for the Non-payment of Tythes, does not as 
diſcharge em from the Obligations of that Superiour Law. 
Now in order to this, I think 1 may lay it down as an 
ident Truth, that Legal Exemptions, cannot, in any Caſe, ' 
ure Men from Guilt or Blame, beyond the Extent of 
jt Power which grants thoſe Exemprions. For that 
ver being meerly human, the Exemption is capable of 
ching no farther than the Nature or Extent of ſuch an 
an Law or Power, I mean, that Men's being exemp= 
by the Laws of the Land from paying Tythes, can't be 
cient to juſtity their not contributing if they are able) to 
Support and Maintenance of a Goſpel Miniſtry, and Ser- 
which they partake of; if it ſhall appear, that they 


are 


* 


CE 


ate oblig'd toſuch a Contribution by a Law Superior to all rail 
human Laws; that is by a Divine Law (till in force. 1 
F OR, tho' they are Exempted from the Obligation of ſuch 
all human Laws, thus to contribute, yet this can't be ſuſ. 


| f N e the 
ficient to acquit or ſecure the Conſcience, with relation to Di. to tl 
vine Laws : So that if there is a Divine Law ſtill in force, the h 


which enjoyns 'em to contribute, &c. then I conceive ng 
human Power, tho” never ſo abſolute or deſpotick, Can he 
ſufficient to Exempt or Acquit em from the Oligation in 


but f 
mand 
That 


Point of Conſcience. Becauſe no human Law ſeems to he Conſei 
ſufficient to take off more Obligation than it hath Power means 
to lay on; nor conſequently to Releaſe or Exempt the Nells v 
| - Conſcience trom an Obligation ariſing from a Divine Lay, only fe 
II beg leave to ſet forth what 1 mean in this Diſcourſe, Mience 
in the Words of a very Learned Prelate of our Chuich, i God. 
his Book called Irenicum x. Where ſpeaking of the Mai Conſcic 


tenance of a Goſpel Miniſtry, he expreſleth himſelf thus, [ 
| ſay, ſaith he, rheſe things are clear in themſelves, and 1 thin 
| ſufficient gronnds for Conſcience, as tothe duty of paying on th 
one fide, and the Lawfulneſs of Receiving on the other, Fu 
that a" Maintenance in general be given to Goſpel Miniſtersud 
| Divine Right ; elſe the Labourer was not worthy of his hire 
nor could that be true, which St. Paul ſaith, that our Lord hut 
| Orzained,that they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live oft 
Goſpel. Andthen, baving aſſerted a Maintenance to bedd 


And 
pon M. 
hem fr. 
rom t! 
han a f 
ng to th 
he Mag 
0 exem ] 
W in t 


in general by a Divine Law or Right; he next aſſerts M An x, 
Lawfulneſs of the Magiſtrates Authority, in determialy Uppos'd 
the particular way of raiſing it,“ and then derives the Kauen fr 
© ty of Tythes from what was the moſt Ancient Pracicehic is on! 
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the World, in Dedicating Things to God, and what 
approved by God himſelf among his own People. 
AN D then he tells us, What is thus determined! 
the lawful Authority of the Magiſtrate, doth bind! 
* Conſciences of all that are ſubje& to that Power, 10' 
Obedience to it for Conſcience ſake: So that from wi 
this Author obſerves, the Obligation upon Cor/cienct 
to a Maintenace in general, ſeems plainly to ariſe Irol 


Divine Law or Right: And even the particular or 
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b ad all that I pretend to offer in this Caſe, is ouly a mo- 
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to the way, be doth not ſeem to derive immediately from 
the Magiſtrate's enacting ſome particular Law in that Caſe, 
but from the Authority of that Divine Law, which com- 
mands Obedience to the Magiſtrate: Becauſe he tells us, 
That the Magiſtrate's Determination in this Caſe, binds the 
Conſcience to Obedience, for Gonſcience Sake, I ſuppoſe, he 
means for Conſcience towards God: For where the Apoſtle 
tells us, we muſt needs be ſubject to the Magiſtrate, not 
only for Wrath, or Fear of his Diſpleaſure, but for Con- 
cience ſake; he means, I ſuppoſe, for Conſcience toward 


30d, whoſe Laws alone I take to be the Supream Rule of 


onſcience. 
And therefore, I can't underſtand how this Obligation 


ponMen'sConſciences can ceaſe, tho the Magiſtrate exempt 


hem from Payment of Tyths (the Obligation ariſing, not 
rom the Magiſtrate's, but God's Authority any more 
han a Man can be acquitted in Conſcience from contribut- 
ng to the Poor out of a plentiful Eſtate, purely becauſe 
he Magiſtrate may think fir, by a patticular Indulgence, 
o exempt his Eſtate from paying to the Poor Rates, as the 
aw in that Caſe direQs. 

An Exemption from the Law of the Magiſtrate, may be 
uppos d in both theſe Caſes; but I can't ſee how an Ex- 
mption from the Law of God, can follow in either. And 
his is only what 1 aſſert, that an Exemption from a human 
aw that eſtabliſneth Hihi, can be no ſufficient Exemprion 
d the Conſcience, as to that Obligation which ariſeth 
om a Divine Law. To ſpeak more plainly; tho' the 

apiſtrate's Favour protects from paying Tyths, yet it 


raiſing it, to be grounded upon a Divine Law too, if the * 
common Equity and Reaſonableneſs of things may be counted 
ſuch. And the Obligation upon Conſcience, ariſing from 
the Lawfulneſs of the Magiſtrate's Power to determine ass 


ant protect the Conſcience from being obliged to contri- 
te to the Maintenance of the Miniſtry and Service theſe Men 
rake of, ſo as to free the Conſcience from Sin; the Ob- 
zation upon Conſcience ſeeming to ariſe from an higher 
ring than the Magiſtrate's Power can reach, either in 
e making Laws, or diſpenſing with them when made. 


deſt 


4 


deſt and impartial Appeal to the Conſcience of thoſe that 
are any way conceri'd in it: Whether the Magiſtrates 
exempting them from paying Tyths, can ſufficiently exempt 
| their Conſcience from contributing toward the Service and Mi- 
niſtry they partake of, to thoſe, ho ought in reaſon to be 
ſupported in ſome Meaſure anſwerable to the Weight and 


| Dignity of their Calling. | I w 
| Which Conſideration: was, I ſuppoſe, the Ground of MWthoug| 
her Majeſty's late Royal and Generous Bounty to the poor Nmunio 
| Clergy : From which I ſhall take Occaſion to make an hum. know 
| ble Apology for the Seaſonableneſs of this Diſcourſe, Witter t 
| Her Majeſty was pleaſed in the Year 1702, or about that Bſ#bicv « 
time, out of a ſincere and well- grounded Zeal for Reli- Nen of 
gion, to beſtow her Tenths and Firſt- fruits toward a bet- {Wherefc 
ter Proviſion for the poor Clergy : And the Souls that ſuch bis Ca 


poor Clergy-men have the Charge of, are of as much Va. Wor, wi 
| Jue, as the Souls of thoſe that are under the Care of the bey la 
| - moſt wealthy Paſtors. But how far, and in what Reſpeis . Whe 
the Poverty of the one doth 4iſable hin, and the Wealthof em, t 

the other better enable him in the Diſcharge of the Fun- Neal an 
| ion, with regard to the Succeſs ot each in their 1. plent 
| ſpective places, I ſhall leave to the Conſideration of others e leav 
However, this Royal Bounty, as it came to her MF laue 
jeſty's Hands clog'd and crippled by the many forme ch as r 
Grants and Penſions of her Royal Predeceſſors; ſo was it'd ( 
tain to piſs out from thence, attended with the ſame -n 
cumbrances; ſo that it hath not been yet, nor tis to nothiy 
fear'd (without ſome additional Contributions) is like u ire to 


he able any way to anſwer the laudable Ends for which | ber Me 
was given. And if theſe Gentlemen of plentiful Eſtate . 
urs o 


(to whom the Goſpel Miniſtry is, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
&SdTreyor, That is, of Free- cot) ſhould not be applied (0 
for their Aſſiſtance, I know not who ſhould. I therefot 


e, and 
ry anc 


appeal to their Conſciences with that Modeſty and Hum bend, 
lity that becomes a Chriſtian, and no farther than an 20 le Men 
| ful Regard vo Truth will bear me out; Wherher they who o be ax 
* bour in the Word and Doctrine for the Benefit of THE! ding te 
Souls, as well as of other Men's, have not as much Reaſon r de p 

to ſay Right) ro be belp'd and ſupported by them, 4s well i" of t. 
ethers, wheſe Eſtates ave charged with the Payment of T ythi ſecula 


— 


2 Sam. 


557 


1 would humbly ask theſe Gentlemen, if they ſhould 


have a Mind to herd themſelves among the Diſſenters, 
- Whether they would expect even Admiſſion, much leſs: a 
rind Reception there, unleſs they came open- handed with 


their liberal Contributions. 


thought that theſe'Tyth-free Gentlemen do joyn in Com- 
munion with the Church of England, meerly becauſe they 
know they can be there only moſt ſecure and welcome to 
e. ffer their Sactifices of Prayer and Praiſe to God, f that 
at Nich doth coft them nothing: For I doubt not, but they are 
li. Wen of a true and hearty Zeal for Religion and Vertue, and 
et: Wherefore the fitter to be reaſon'd with, and apply'd to, in 
his Caſe ; and the more likely to be convinc'd of the Er- 
Ua. Wor, which I humbly conceive it may be made appear, that 
the bey labour under. | 

eas Wherefore, inſtead of reproachfully urging againſt 
hem, that they cry up the Chui ch of England with ſo much 
eal and Affection, only becauſe they can feed their Souls 
d plentifully ar other Men's Coſt, who pay Tyths ; I will 
g leave to deſire them to conſider, whether it would not 
a laudable Inſtance of religious Generoſity in them, and 
ch as might become their common Chriſtianity, if they 
ould ſay and do as David did to Araunah in another Caſe ; 


38 I 
e l/ not ſacrifice to the Lord my God, of that which doth coll 
toe ot irng K. Or, why ſhould I, having a plentiful Eſtate, 


ire to reap the ſame Benefit to my Soul free- coſt, which 
her Men do, not without a conſiderable yearly Expence ? 


tate pecially, ſince 'tis a Beneſit ariſing out of the daily La- 
bez 6 of thoſe, whoſe time is wholly-imploy'd in the Ser- 
ed ue, and whoſe Families are to be ſupported by their Mi- 
refer and Labours in that Calling. 1 can't at preſent ap- 
Nun ebend, that it would be any way improper or abſurd, if 
in ie Men ſhould argue thus with themſelves, and conclude 
whole be as juſt and reaſonable in common Equity, and ac- 
1 E ing to the known Maxim of, Doing as one mould be done 
zn r to pay or reward thoſe who labour for the lmproves 


at of their Souls, as it is thole that labour for them in 
ſecular Cahing or Imployment. B 2 And 
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2 Sam. 24. 24. 


would not be underſtood to intimate by this, as if l | 


ſhew, I ſuppoſe, that their Title afterwards was " 


eben their Lives lay ſo open to their Enemies, a5 n theſe 8 
FP . 5 


7 
And this, I hope, may be a ſufficient Apology for what m 
I am now offering; and ſhew, that it is written with no ye 
other Deſign, but to procure ſome timely Aſſiſtance and Li 
Encouragement, to ue Life to Her Majeſty's Royal up 
Bounty, which at preſent ſeems to lie diſabled, and every ¶ ing 
way uncapable of diſperſing its wholſome and ſovereign M Lai 
Influences in the way for which it was intended. inw 

And now 1 will proceed to ſhew, that the Owners of 


ſich plentiful Tyth- free Eſtates, are, notwithſtanding their i B. 
Exemption by the Law of the Land, obliged in Conſcience, MW ſuch 

- bya Law ftill in Force, and ſuperiour to all Human Lays, tive 
to cortribute to the Support of the Gojpel Miniſtry they par ¶ ſobſiſ 
| rake of, of the 
But there is one Objection, which, before I go any far {Mlume, 

ther, it may be neceſſary to remove. Theſe Gentlenealihey | 
may ſay, that the Law of the Land gives them a juſt auMTyths 
rightful Title to their Eſtates, and to the Tyth of then tenanc 
too; how then can they be obliged in Eonſcignce by el Mi 
other Law, to part with any of that, which they hold Mpet the 

ſa indiſputable a Title in thoſe Laws, which are Mttabliſ 
Foundation of every Man's Right in his Eſtate ! Nongireat 5 

in anſwer to this, I beg leave to conſider my felt as ſpeaig the 
ing to Chriſtians, and anſwering an Objection made N and | 
ſuch. I ſay, to Chriſtians; that is, to Perſons 1ncorplecame ' 
rated together in one Body or Society under Chrill 1 Cenſu1 
Head: And therefore, I do not think | have any need rants a 
ſeek for an Anſwer to this Objection in Common Law, Mr any | 
Common Chriſtianity. ot Ar; 
And here, firſt I deſire to ask, How came the Prinatly cor 

tive Chriſtians, as ſoon as they were converted, to Mich ari 
Tribute ſo liberally to the Support of the Goſpel MW, is, th 
and Service? Whether they held their Eſtates before ii every: 


nds per 
lner q 

and if j 
the B 


Converſion, at the Will of the Prince, or by what oth 
Title, Thave no need to examine. It is eaſie enough 


Precariovs and little worth: For *tis well known, 6 | 
Plundering and Confiſcation of Goods, &c, were the MM ledg 
mon Effects of Heathen Rage and Fury againſt-Chritu Week} 
whbſe Eſtates could not be ſpppoſed to be very ſealliloweq 


22 


yet theſe Primitive Chriſtians, notwithitanding their 
Lives and Fortunes were daily in the utmoſt Peril, look't 


ing to thejr Abilities, to the Goſpel Miniſtry. But by what 
Law could they think themſelves ſo obliged, unleſs by an 
inward Principle and Law of Conſcience, grounded upon the 
apparent natural Equity and Reaſonableneſs of the Thing? 
eit But then, it may be replied to this, that there was no 
we, ſuch thing as Tyths amongſt Chriſtians ia thoſe Primi- 
ns, tive Times : The Church and Miniſtry bad nothing elſe to 
ſubſiſt on then, but theſe voluntary Pious Contributions 
of their new Converts ;, (which yet, by the way I pre- 
ume, were never the leſs Juſt and Reaſonable, becauſe 
they were Voluntary and Pious : ) But new, here are 
yths Eſtabliſhed by the Law of the Land, and a Main- 
enance ariſing from thence, ſufficient to ſupport a Goſ- 
del Miniſtry and Service. This is all to be granted, and 
et the Objection anſwered, becauſe the ſame Power that 
ſtablined Tythes here in England, hath alienated a 
reat part of them, and ſo hindered them from anſwer. 
g the Ends and Uſes, to which they were firſt dedicat- 
| and given; by which means theſe Gentlemen's Eſtates 
came Tyth- free. And tho' I have nothing to do to paſs 
Cenſure upon Princes for their many Indulgences, 
rants and Exemptions in this Caſe; yet I humbly hope, 
rany Man may be permitted to look into, and Lament, 
not Argue againſt the Conſequences thereof (ſo appa- 
ntly coptrary to the Intereſt of Religion and the Church) 


to Mich ariſe from that Quarter: One af which Conſequen- 
Mini, is, that in many Pariſhes, the Miniſter's Maintenance 
re towevery way unſufficient; not above five, or fix, or eight 
it ou unds per Aunum, and in ſome Places Churches ſtand in a 
ovgh aner quite negleQed, without a Miniſter to own them. 
14s And if it be not only a bare Convenience, but very much 
yn, Wy the Benefit and Edification of Men's Souls, in the 
the edge and Practice of Religion and Vertue, to have 
rity Weekly Returns of God's Worſhip and Service, it muſt 
y lowed to be a great Detriment to them, to be with- 


theſe Spiritual and Divine Helps. And if this were 
. not 


made the daily Sacrifices to their Malice and Cruelty. And 


upon themſelves as obliged to contribute liberally accord- 1 | 
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fore the preſent Application to them in this way, ſeems 
to beas reaſonable, as it would have been, had they live 


(3) 


not the preſent Caſe, Her Majeſty would have had no 
need to have given Her Firſt-Fruits and Tenths to the Poor 
Clergy, nor any Body to have pleaded for additional Cn. 
tributions, to make Her Royal Bounty Effectual: Neither 
indeed, ſhould we have had any poor Clergy, but ſuch a . 
would have made themſelves ſo by an imprudent Manage. ink 
ment, or by their own Extravagancy. 

So that whatever Tyths there are Eſtabliſhed by Lay, 
yet theſe Tyth-free Gentlemen ſeem to ſtand upon the ſame 


Ground, as if there was no ſuch Eſtabliſhment ; and there. ink | 


irectix 
ems t. 


in thoſe Primitive Times, when no Maintenance for: the $ 


Goſpel- Miniſtry was eſtabliſhed by Law. And as to par. 


tor 
taking of the Goſpel Service, they are upon the ſame Ley ry 
with the Primitive Chriſtians : And the Laws, that in Con- or, he 
& ſcience inducd them, are in force ſtill, and onght in fer urch'z 
& fon to induce theſe to the like Contributions out of their Immun 
8 Tyth-free Eſtates. Or elſe we muſt ſay, that thoſe Goſpel vain 
Rules, viz. * Let him that is taught in the Word, conn main 
nicate to him that teacheth in all good things. ＋ And if 1 at of l 
have ſown unto you Spiritual things, is it à great thing that  þ ask, 
- ſhould reap your carnal things? And the Workman is worthy! ſcien 
his Meat, er the Labourer of his reward; muſt be no Rul eneſs of 
now to Chriſtians, and were to be in force with relatid denſe | 
to Conſcience, no longer than till ſome human Poet ?F 
ſhould think fit to eſtabliſh Tyths by Law, tho” the fie Cent 
Powers ſhould unhappily take a good part of them aw Ption f 
again, and thereby render a Goſpel Miniſtry, in £00 min, th 
Parifhes, every way deſtitute of a decent, nay, a barel ndlienal 
ceſſary Support. from! 
So that if the Law of the Land doth exempt theſe Gt bving N 
tlemen from Tyrhs, it muſt then likewiſe acquit their C t © 
ſcience, from all Obligation that ariſes from that ima n to co 
ble Law of Common Equity, which deemeth the Labor they pa 
worthy of his Reward, and juſtifie them in partaking ot Tyths, 
Benefits ariſing from the Labour and Pains of the Gif Churc! 


Miniſtry, without contributing ought thereunto, * 


— 
— 4 
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— 


— 


* Gal. 6.6. * Cor. 9. 11. 


their plentiful Eſtates; that is, in feeding their Souls 
free, upon the daily-Service of the Miniſter, and the 
pockets of the reſt of the Congregation who pay Tyths. 
But Suppoſe, as I have already obſerved, that there 
as no Law of the Land obliged People to maintain their 
door; would not every good Chriſtian, notwithſtanding, 
hink himſelf oblig?d in Conſcience, to relieve the Poor 
cording to his Ability 7 And doth not every ſuch Chri- 
ian, notwithſtanding his being liable to the common 
oor Rates, give Alms? But by what Law doth he 
ink himſelf obliged to this, but by the Law of God, 
irecting and awing his Conſtience? And the Goſpel 
ems to be as expreſs in requiring Chriſtians to contribute 
the Service and Miniſtry of the Word they partake of, 
to relieve the Poor. And what a near Relation theſe 
oſpel Rules of Piety toward God, and Bounty to the 
jor, have to each other, ſufficiently appears from our 
urch's mixing them together in the Office for the Holy 
mmunton, | 
Again; in many Corporation Towns, where Miniſters 
> maintain'd by Subſcriptions, that are precarious in 
at of Law, and may be withdrawn at pleaſure; I would 
y ask, by what theſe Subſcribers act, if not by a Law 
onſcience grounded upon the common Equity and Reaſo- 
eneſs of making the Labourer a juſt and equitable Re- 
penſe for the Benefits they reap from his Labour aad 
ice? From which Law of Conſcience, I can't ſee how 
e Gentlemen can be diſcharg'd by Vertue of an human 
Poytion from Tyths; becauſe, notwithſtanding ſuch Ex- 
iont, there is a Divine Law, which gives the Labourer 
nalienable Right to, and Propriety in a ſuitable Recom- 
from him, who reaps the Benefit ot his Labours. 
aVing removed this Obje&ion, I ſhall proceed to exa- 
what that Law is, which ſeems to oblige theſe Gen- 
n to contribute to the Support of the Miniſtry and Ser- 
they partake of, notwithſtanding their Exemption 
Tyths. Biſhop Stillingfleet in his * Henicum, treat- 
Church Government, tells us, Thar there are two 
4 + general 
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cl, Chap, 3. 


* 


4 ( to ) 
« general Things in it, founded upon the Law of Natt 
© 1. That there muſt be a Society ot Men for the Works 
© of God (a). That this Society be governed, preſeryed 
© and maintained ina moft convenient manner : Which he 
indeavours to prove in that Chapter, from Man's Socia. 
ble Nature, to which I refer the Reader. Then he tar. 
ther eaquires what particular Orders in the Church come 
from the Law of Nature (b). Where he aſſerts, and lays 
down fix Things. I ſhall Name thoſe of them only, which tenz 


- ſuit with my preſent Occaſion. 1. He faith, there is re. Neceſſa 


quifite a Diſtinction of Perſons, and a Superiority of Power to n. 


and Order of ſome over the others. By a diſtinction of ſupp 
Perſons he may, I conceive, be underſtood to mean the our, 


Prieſthood, or Miniſtry, as Diſtin& from the People, 2 
appears by his following Diſcourſe about Paſtors. * And 


by telling us, That the Law of Nature, as Binding, . Tha 
only determines of things neceſſary, he plainly ſeems e [ 
intimate, that the Goſpel Miniſtry or Prieſihood in th 28 ! 
Chriſtian Society is a Dictate of the Law of Nature, aol M. 
a thing Eſſentially neceſſary to ſuch a Society. Law 

The 24 particular Order ia the Church, which heme time 
tions as founded in the Law of Nature, is, That the Hen d 
* ſons imploy ed in the Service ot God ſhould have Reſpt bat is | 
© or Honour anſwerable to their Imployment ; wii_ht”'* Y- 
© appears from their Relation to God, as his Servail re Law 
© and from the Perſons Imployed in this Work, bh Felon 
© poſitive Laws did reſtrain it (d). This appears, ! ates 
© tells us, to have Foundation in the Law of Nature, 8 Tha 
© being caſily deducible from one of the firſt Principle W atlon 
© the Laiy of Nature, viz. (e) That God is to be Wi n Fol 
© ſhipped. If ſo, then thoſe whoſe chief Imploymell all und 
© to attend upon him, ought to have a greater Revert 'F Prop 
© than others: By the fame Reaſon ia Nature, that i  ſhon] 
do Honour the King himſelf, the nearer any arel0\ "IPlure, 
King's Perſon in Atrendance, and Imployment, | ewheth 
greater Honour is to be thewn them. The grob 4 we 
= ) 


ture ar 
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which is, that the Honour given to Servants as ſuc 
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(a) Part 15 Chap. 3. P- . (6) Chap. 4. p. 85. (e) Pa 
Cd) pag. 89 (e pag. 83. s 


WAR 


t not given to their Perſons but to their Relation; or to 
the one, only upon the Account of the other; and o it 
goth not fix and terminate upon themſelves, but rebounds 
+ back, and reflects upon the Original and Fountain of that 
Honour; viz. the Prince himſelf. | | 

Now if Honour and Reſpe@ to Miniſters of Religion be 
a Didtate of Natural Religion, then ſo muſt a ſuitable Main- 


ceſſary a Support, would ſoon ſink and dwindle away in- 


nour, as a neceſſary Part or Branch of it. 
The fiſth thing this Learned Author mentions as dicts- 
ed by the Law of Nature in this Chriſtian Society, i, 


And That all who are admitted into this Society, muſt conſent 
'y 0 to be govern'd by the Laws and Rules of it, accord» 
7 gie to its Conſtitution. For none can be look'd upon 38 


a Member of a Society, but ſuch an one as ſubmits to the 
Laws and Rules of the Society, as conſtituted at the 
time of his Entrance into it ?. And I hope it will not be 
lenyed, that, thoſe Precepts of the Apoſtle, Let him 
bat is taught in the Word communicate, and if we have ſowjt 


re Laws of the Chriſtian Society ſtill in force. I have no 
caſion to mention the other Particulars he Names, as 
didates of the Law of Nature. But in all of them, he tells 
s That he conſiders the Church only as a Society or Cor- 
oration in general, without any regard to the particu- 
lar Forms of Government, Diſcipline or Order it mn 
fall under, in the ſeveral parts ot it, at the Diſcretion o 
Its proper Governours, | 

| ſhould now proceed to examine the ſeveral Texts of 
ripture, in which my preſent Argument is corcern'd, and 


1 e whether it doth not plainly appear, that in thoſe Texts, 
wy Ir Saviour and his Apoſtles are arguing upon the Princi- 
rv es of Natural Religion; and ſhewing what the DiRares of 
a5 * rure are, about the things I am handling, But before 1 do 


Is, it may not be foreign to my preſent Deſign, to obſerve 
general, that the main Intent of the Goſpel Revelation; 


C g N is, 
« Chap. 7. p. 132. % p. 133 . | 
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tenance to Support them: Becauſe Honour without ſo ne- 


to nothing. And therefore it may not be improper” to 
ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Maintenance is implied in this Hd. 
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nto you Spiritual things, we ong ht to reap your Carnal Things, 


2 


is, to recover Natural Religion to its primitive Beauty 4 
and Perfection, to reſtore it to its Original Light and py. * 
rity, by raifing it out of the Rubbiſh of Heathen and Jew. * 
1ſh Ignorance and Blindneſs, in which it lay hid and by. © 
ried ; and, indeed, to reſcue it from thoſe Corruptions i Th 
hath fallen under, ever ſince the Revolt of our firſt Ps. 10 
rents. This might be one Meaning of our Saviour, where 5 
he tells us, He came not to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil it (4); 


That is, to perfect or fill it up, by adding or reſtoring tg Aa 

it, what the Corruption and Ignorance of former ting "hp 
had robb'd it of; improving it, and ſetting it ia its te he 

| Light. And the like St. Paul might mean, where he tel; ; 'T 
us, That che Intent of his preaching up Faith, was, not ratic 
to make void, but to eſtabliſh the Law {b) That Is, the and ( 
Law of natural Religion and moral Vertne ; not to weib er, ry 
een, but confirm its perpetual and indiſpenſable Obligation poſes 
I And what elſe could the Pſalmiſ be ſuppoſed to mean Men: 
Where he tells us, That God's Righteouſneſs is an everlafig it ſelj 
 Riuhtconſneſs, and his Law the Truth z but an Intimation theſe 
that the Law of Nature is immutable, and of eternal 0þ- Rel 
Iigation; the infinite Reaſon of God himſelf, being its Pm 
Pream Standard and invariable Rule? ; nal La 
And this may perhaps be no improper Notion of natu be 
Religion; not only that it is a Religion, whoſe 3 y juſt 

are every way agrecable to the rational Powers and Fac hoy of 

ties of our human Nature, conſidered in its primich ry R 
State before the Fall; or a Religion eſtabliſhing the natu ppeare 
Equity and Reaſonablenels of things, and explaining 4 the! 

in a way agreeable to our Capacities, or (according as Wicre - 
ſhop Wilkins (d) deſcribes it to he) that which Men my om th! 
know, and ſhould be obliged unto, by the meer Princip". reme 

of Reaſon, improved by Conſideration and Expo oy 
without the Help of Revelation; but alſo, that it is 1 merel 
Iigion deriving its Birth and Beauty from the infinite es «| 
fection of the Divine Nature; and having its Laws, J bligati, 
were, darted from thence, as the Sun-Beams are from i onſible 
Sun. 12 Th Wil Cor 

| eto b 
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Ne) Mach: 5. 17. (b) Rom, 3. 31. (e) P ſalm. 119. 
(d) Mlin's Nat. Relig,, Book 1. ch. 4 p. 39. 


Hen. P 
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(13) 
7B Thus that learned Author (a) deſcribes the Law of Na- 

ys ture, telling us, It binds indiſpenſably, as it depends, 
- not upon any arbitrary Conſtitutions, but is founded } 
u. opon the intrinfical Nature of Good and Evil, in the 
u Things themſelves, antecedent to any poſitive Declata- 
tions of God's Will. So that, 'til the Nature of Good 
ere g and Evil be changed, that Law is unalterable as to its 
a): Obligation : And the formal Reaſon of Man's Obedience 
to the Precepts of this Law of Nature, he aſſerts to be 
the Conformity, which the Things commanded have to 
the Divine Nature and Goodneſs. _ | 
tetris true, he ſaith, the efficient Cauſe of Man's Obli- 
dei cation to theſe Things, is to be fetch'd from the Will 
and Command of God; not, as it is taken for an arbl» 
trary poſitive Will, but as it is executive of Divine Pur- 
poſes, and as it engraves ſuch a Law upon the Hearts of 
Men: For, notwithſtanding Man's Reaſon confider'd in 
it ſelf, be the chiefeſt Inſtrument of diſcovering what are 
theſe neceſſary Duties of Human Nature; yet it is not 
bare Reaſon that binds Men to the doing thoſe Things 
commanded in that Law, but as it is expreſſive of an eter- 
nal Law, and deduceth its Obligation from thence. And, 


„ as he adds further, it appears from hence, that whatever 
Wy juſt Confequence, can be deduced from the preceptive 


Law of Nature, is of Divine Right; becauſe, from the 
ery Nature of that Law (it being indiſpenſable) it 
pears, that God had an Intent to oblige all Perſons 
1 the World by it ( And he farther Aſſerts, that 
here ariſeth a neceſſary Obligation upon Conſcience 
lom the Dictates of the Law of Nature, which cannot 
e removed by any poſitive Law. For though there 
e no Action in the Civil Law againſt the Breach of | 
merely Natural Law, as he inſtances in particular 
ales there; yet this proves not that theſe have no 
bligation upon a Man, but only that he is not re- 
jon{ible for the Breach of Moral Honeſty in them before 
il Courts. In which Senſe, he ſaith, thoſe Lawyers 
e to be underſtood, who deny the obligation of the 
S 4 | © Law 
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Jen. Pag. 14. (6) Page 29, 30. 
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(14) 


* Law of Nature. But however, Conſcience binds the 
* Offender over to Anſwer at an higher Tribunal, before 
f which all ſuch Offences ſhall be puniſhed. Thus then ye 
© ſeeno poſitive human Law can diſpenſe with, or diſſolye 
the Obligation of the Law of Nature. 

Much leſs, ſecondly, ſaith he, (p 30,31.) can we ſuppoſe 
F anypoſitive Divine Law ſhould-For tho'God be Omnipo- 
© rent, yet therefore it follows not that he can diſſolve the 
+ Obligation of the preceptive Law of Nature, or change Nor fre 
© the Natures of Good and Evil. God may indeed alter the Hall Pl. 
© Properties of thoſe Things, from whence the Reſpects of i No 


Equ 
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ſuch, 
nue ſ 
its ( 


 * Good and Evil do reſult; as in Abraham's Offering Ja Ned up- 


the [faclites taking away the Egyptians Jewels, which M'" mul 
God may juſtly do by Vertue of his abſolute Dominion; And i 
© But the Change here, is not in the Obligation of theLay, 
but ia the Things themſelves. Murder would be an intrin 
* ſical Evil ſtill; but what might have been done by imme 
+ diate and explicit Command from God, would have hee 
no Murder. Theft had been a Sin ſtill, but taking thing 
* alicgated from their Praperties by God himſelf, was no 
© Theft. We conclude then, what comes immediate 
from the Law of Nature by way of Command, binds in 
* mutably and indiſpenſably ?. Thus I have tranicrik 
ſuch Reaſonings of this Learned Author, as ſeem to bet 
uſe in the preſent Caſe, and to ſupport the Argumen 


ear to 
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he ver 
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am upon: Which is, that notwithſtanding Men mal! B. 
exempted by human Law, or the Indulgence of the der, | 
giſtrate from paying Tyths toward the Support of the 6 Id upon | 
pel Service they partake of; yet they are obliged in Cn a, 
ence to contribute thereunto by a Sperior ( a perpell . 
iy and indiſpenſably Binding) Lam, from which no Happe 
tive human Law or Indulgence can exempt them. ded for 
And for a fuller Confirmation of this, it ſeems to me 2 ne 
be ſufficient, that the great Law of doing as one would Times, 
done unto, and that Law of common Juſtice and Equit] And th 
Workman is worthy of his Meat, are the indiſpenſable and es of : 
petually binding Laws of Nature; and that they are fl tells! 
ſeems to have been ſufficiently made out by thoſe Dec“ #11 Na 


tions this Author hath given of Natural Religion, 0 


preceptiye Laws of Nature. But by common Juſtic * 
_ ? | N . ; 7 El (a ) Iren. 
| 180, 18 


(15) 


nach by any human Law in particular States, or by the 
mutable Sanctions of human Authority, but whatever was 
and will be ſuch ; as ariſing out of the intrinſical Nature 
and Reaſonableneſs of Things, and cannot but continue 
ſuch, ſo long as Truth, and Equity, and Juſtice, ſhall conti- 


l nue ſuch: That is, it is ſuch Juſtice and Equity as derives 
de its Obligation from ſome unalterable Law of Chriſt, 
or from fuch indiſpenſible Reaſons, as will equally hold in 


all Places, Times and Perſons. 


i Now ſuppoſing a Society for Religious Worſhip, found- 
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it muſt be ſuppoſed to ſtand upon the ſame Foundation. 
And if Government and Order be the Effentials of a So- 
ciety, as I hope they will be allowed to be, they muſt ap- 
ear to be founded upon ſuch an unalterable Law of Nature; 
becauſe, in a Society, Government and Order are equal- 
ly neceſſary with relation to all. Places, Times and Per- 


tine ons, for the Subſiſtance of that Society, fo far as concerns 
due very Nature and Eſſence of it /a): That is, tho' what 
jatelldarticular Rules and Forms of Government and Order 
Jin all be in force for the well ordering that Society, may de. 


dend upon ſuch Laws of the Society as are mutable, and 
nay be changed as lawful Authority ſhall ſee fit, with re- 
ation to the various Circumſtances of Times, Places and 
ecrſons ; yet, that there ſhould be ſome Government and 


crit 
o bel 
melt 
may! 


ne order, ſeems to be always abſclutely neceſſary, as tound- 
he 0 d upon the indiſpenſable Law of Nature, for the Preſer- 


ation and Suppport of the Society. So, that there he.the 
xerciſe of God's Publick Worſhip, and a diſtin& Order of 
en appointed thereunto, and a ſuitable Maintenance pro- 
ded for this diſtina&t Order of Men; this ſeems to be all 
qually neceſſary from the ſame indiſpenſable Reaſon, as to 
| Times, Places and Perſons. 

And the Account, which another very Learned Author 
ves of this Matter, ſeems to be very agreable to this, 
ho tells us, () © Thar it hath been the general Practice 
of all Nations, to have amongſt them a diſt inct Calling of 


* Men, 
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180, 181. 


Equity, 1 do not mean that which ſhall be declared to be 


ed upon the indiſpenſable Law of Nature, the Eſſentials af | 


(4, Iren. Book II. Ch. 6. p. 344 (, Bp. Wilk. Nat. Re ig. | 
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© Men, ſet apart to Officiate in Sacris, to aſſiſt the People 4 
in theirPublick Worſhip, to inſtruct them in their Pu- it. 
© ries, and to excite them to the Performance of them; nd 
© which being a Work of ſo Publick Uſefulneſs and genera Mart! 
© Neceſſity, common Reaſon will aſſure us that the hepM aw 
© way of providing for it, is by ſuch Perſons as are hreq 
up to it, and ſet apart for it. Such Men are like tohays 
the greateſt Skill, who have made it their Buſineſs and 
© greateſt Care, and who are obliged to it by way 0 
© Office, | 

| Now, their being thus obliged and ſet apart to it, ne. 
ceſſarily implies their being taken off from all other In. 
” ployments, and concerned ſo to ſpend their Time and 
Thoughts about ir, as that they can have no tolerable Con. 
venience of getting a Subſiſtence for themſelves and Fami 
lies in any other Way : And conſequently, that they ouph 
in common Reaſon and Equity to be decently ſupported and 
maintained by thoſe, for whom they labour and thus in 
ploy their whole time. And perhaps it may be hard t 
find any Societies for Religious Worſhip, not only in th 


Natur 


Chriſtian but Heathen Parts of theWorld, where they han begin 
not their Prieſts and Sacriſces; or a diſtint Order of e Helve t. 
ſons for executing the Sacred Rites and Solemnities Me, ben 
Worſhip, and which have not a ſuitable Maintenance Mn; yet 
Support, as being ſequeſter'd from all other Imploymenyal Dire 
whereby to maintain themſelves. And tho' by what Vale they 
their Maintenance ſhall be provided, may be determine We Pu- 
the Authority of the proper Governours in the Soc, r. 
yet that there be ſuch a fit Maintenance,feems to be groin Maxim 
ed upon the indiſpenſable Law of common Equity, BF fo in 7 
which all Societies for Religious Worſhip ſeem to ad Teach, 
their ſettling the ſeveral Ways of Maintenance for Wh, ergy; 
Support of a Publick Miniſtry. And my Author, ſpeakiMim, „ 
farther of the Honourableneſs of the Miniſter ial Fund the 7 we 
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tells us Ca), That we have a farther Evidence of this, . 
Light of Nature, from the Perſons employed in this We 
before any poſitive Laws did reſtrain it, as | have alred 
obſerv d; Which appears from hence, faith he, in th 
© in the eldeſt of Times, thoſe who had 9 gl 
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is iren. Book I. P. 89. 
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(17) 
Authority Civil, had likewiſe the Sacred conjoyned With 
it. Thence we read of Noah's ſacrificing, and of Facob's 
ind Job's ſacrificing, and {6 of others. And to prove yet 
irther, that Church Government is founded upon the 
aw of Nature, he ſhews (4), That ſuch Societies for 
Worſhip were among Heathens, which he evidenceth 
by three Things. k. The Solemnity of their Sacrifices. 
2. Their Publick Feſtivals. 3. Their Sacred Myſteries, 
25 may be ſeen in that Chapter (9, where he ſhews how 
far, and in what Senſe, he aſſerts Sacrifieing to be from 
ne-M the Light of Nature; which ſuppoſeth a Prieſthood pe- 
Im. culiar to the Sacrificing part of the Worſnhip, &c. 

and But to proceed to a farther Conſideration of the Main- 
nance of a Goſpel Miniſtry and Service, I ſhall haſten to 
amin the ſeveral Places of Scripture, in the New Teſta- 
t eſpecially, that relate to my preſent Argument, and 
> whether our Saviour and his Apoſtles do not therein 
inly appear to Argue upon the Principles of Common 
ſtice and Equity, founded upon the Indiſpenſable Laws 
Natural Religion, k 

begin then firſt, with our Saviour's ſeading forth the 
elve to Preach. And tho' their Commiſſion given them 
e, be not ſo full as that he gave them after his Reſurre- 
n; yet here, Mat. 10. 9, 10, Cc. he gives them ſe- 


men! Directions in the Execution of it; One of which is, 
tot they ſhould provide neither Gold, nor Silver, nor Brafs, 
ine er Purſes, nor Scrip for their Journey, nor two Coats, nor 
Societies, nor Staves. Which Direction Chriſt grounds upon 
gro Maxim, viz. That the Workman is worthy of his Mear. g 
y, vp fo in Luke 10. 1, 7. when the Seventy are ſent forth 
0 att reach, they have much the fame Inſtructions given 

for UP, grounded, as to their Maintenance, upon the like 

0 Im, For the Labourer is worthy of his Hire. For tho' nei- 


the 7 welve nor the Seventy could be ſuppos'd to have 
hired to Preach the Goſpel by the Jews or Gentiles, 
were ſuch bitter Enemies to the Goſpel, and the 
iers thereof; yet Chriſt tells them, that wherever 
ould find the Sons of Peace; that is, I ſuppoſe, [vs 
ons 


— 
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ſons of a meek, humble, and teachable Temper, ther 


; uld reſt; that is, their Doctrine and Preach . Pa, 
nt n ſubmitted to, and theit per - 
ſous reſpected. Which Reſpect Chiift plainly intimate ing 
ſhould be exprefs'd toward them, partly by miniſtring u opp 

5 | 4 maintainin them the ( 
their M. ants, and decently ſupporting an yoo 150 a wy 
The Reaſonableneſs of which, Chriſt ſuppoſet theſe new oc 
Converts would beufficiently convinc'd of, from that gt = 
neral Maxim of common Juſtice and Equity he had wer — 
tioned: And therefore directs them to make no Proviſe wed 
before-hand, for their Livelyhood or Support, be, | oo 

And that this Maxim, viz. The Workman is worthy of h wk 

| Meat, or, the Labeurer of his Hire, is an unalterable pt ar 1 
ciple or Law of natural Religion, appears — 9 * 
the Obligation ariſing from it; which is equa ** a = 
and binding, with relation to all different Ar 3 * 
and Perſons; it being a Maxim, I ſay, en ar: rtlng 
unalterable Law of impartial Reaſon : - And, ble a aps 
will be ever true, ſo long as Truth is Truth, wp qui I 
Equity; that the Workman is worthy of his Meat; that 0 ay 
bath an undoubted Right and Title, founded h : 3 
reverſable Law of Nature or natural Equity, oy 4 1 * 
Recompence or Reward from him, for whom he wor Y thin 
who partakes of the nay 8 ere and Serrie oa. 

of his Vocation and Miniſtry. 
54ſt be the Pleaſure of ſome, to call this 2 * * 
Charity of People, eh S ene hk 
aintenarce ot the Miniſter, „, 

ao they partake, I ſhall not be much offended at a =y 

i am ſure, let chem call it what they will, it is w ") , 3 y 
upon a very juſt and reaſonable Conſideration, 1 
no Difference of Times, Places, Circumſtances ky F 
of People, can make ever the leſs neceſlary, ju * denn 
table, or take off the Obligation it brings all Men 


| Script | ſider'd in our 

J he next place of Scripture to be con 
ſent Caſe is, he Apoſtle's Diſcourſe in 1 100 *. 
trom the 7th to the 15th Verſe, he not only p * 
Lawfulneſs of Miniſters receiving a Adaintenance „ 
People, who partake of their Service and ra, 
Peoples Duty of giving or pay ing it, as my Au 55 


( 20.) 

And then again; When he brings that Place out « 
Deut. 25. 4. Than ſhalt not muzzle the Mouth of the Ox, a 
treadeth out the Corn. What ! ſaith he, doth Gad tale care ſu em 
Oxen, Verſ. 9, 10. or ſaith he it for our Jakes? And theeWeten 
makes himſelf Anſwer , for our ſakes, and for the aſſertin aint 
our natural Right to a Maintenance from thoſe for hoh 


we labour and miniſter, no doubt this was written, As muciWatur: 
as to ſay, it is not the Buſineſs of Religion, or the lauten //; 
of God's reyealing his Mind to Mankind, ta take care aboufMeaſor 
the Life and Welfare of Oxen; but to inſtruct us ia Hey w 
right Uſe and Application of our Reaſon, in the conſeſ | 
entious Diſcharge of our Duty to bim. $0 that the Deſi per: 
of God's Appointment there, viz. T hou fhalt nat muzzle Wealth 
and of the Apeſtles citing it here, as pertinent to hifMarge : 
Diſcourſe, ſeems to be to ſhew, that as it would be not rablet 
ly the moſt ridiculous Folly, but every way contrary t 
the common Light of natural Reaſon, for a Man to expefnilies 
that his Beaſt ſhould be able to afford him the Benefit of tribu 
Labour and Strength in his Service, without his daWrein. 
Food or Provender, ſo it is every way as unreaſonable ifMAnoth 
Men to expect to reap the Benefit of the Miniſter's Lu ent C 
and Service in his Function, without contributing to his ee. co 
port and Maintenauce. | t he v. 
And again, Verſe 11. F we have ſown unto you Spin Serv; 
Things, is it a great thing. That is, is there any Unt , / 
nableneſs in it, or doth it not appear to be the moſt «i borbea 
table Thing imaginable, even the- plaineſt Dic hell as 
the Law of Nature, That we ſhould reap your carnal T tt, anc 
And Verſe 13, 14. Do you not know, that they who Mig, Wh. 
about holy Things, live of the Things of the Temple? Avi of wh 
who wait at the Altar, are Partakers with the Altar ? Eve Occa/ 
hath the Lord ordained, that they who preach the Goſpel, ſs ment 
live of the Goſpel, Which, tho' it may not be ſufficient caring 
prove the Divine Right of Tythes, yet it is ever) eo De 
ſufficient to prove the unalienable Divine Right of a in the 
petent Maintenance to be provided for the Goſpel i oſe whe 
and Service, by thoſe who partake of the Benefits th of Ty: 
and conſequently ſhews the Unreaſonableneſs (not tog toy 
Injuſtice) of thoſe, who, notwithſtanding their 9 
Wealth and plentiful Eſtates, can content themſelie 


2 Cor, 
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the Beriefit of the Goſpel Miniſtry, not only Tyth-ſree, 
4 Contributian»free Þ' For the Apoſtles Argument here 
xs plainly to run thus; That as, under the Law, a com- 
etent Proviſion was made in the way of Tythes for the 
laintenance of the Miniſtry or Prieſthood ; the ground of 
hich Proviſion. by poſitive Divine Appointment, was the 
atural Equity and Reaſonableneſs of the thing, viz. That 
e Workman is worthy of bis Meat: So there is the ſame 
aſon and Ground in force ſtill, under the Gofpel, That 
ey who labeur in the Word and Doctrine, ſhould be main- 
ned by thoſe, for whoſe Soxls they labour. But I would 
permitted to ask, How can theſe Gentlemen, of fuch 
ealth and Eſtates, ſatisfy themſelves; that they diſ- 
arge their Conſciences, as to the natural Equity and Rei- 
nableneſs of the Thing, (the Topick upon which my Ar- 
ment is founded) who, together with their numerous | 
milies, partake of the Benefits of the Service, without | 
ttributing toward the Maintenance of thoſe, who labour 
rein, 
Another Place of Scripture that I ſhall conſider in the  } 
ſent Caſe, is, St. Paus preaching the Goſpel freely, or | 
free-coſt, to the Corinthians (a); where he tells them, 
t he robbed other Churches, taking Wages of them to db 
Service: And again, When I was preſent with you and 
ted, 1 was chargeable to none, *Tis true, the Apoſtle 
ſorbear what he had a Right to, from theſe Corinthians 
fell as other Churches; but ſtill he inſiſts upon his 
it, and aſſigns ſeveral Reaſons and prudent Conſidera- 
k, why he. forbore it, as l have already obſerved ; 
of which was, (C) to cut off Occaſion from thoſe that 
e Occaſion, So that St. Paul's Forbearance here, is all 
? mentioned with a Salvo Fare, to ſhew, That a Man's 
karing to make an actual Claim, ought in ſuch Caſes, 
e no Detriment to the Equity and Juſtice of his Title: 
n the mean time, ſufficiently anſwers the Objections 
ole who urge this Practice of St. Paul againſt the Pay- 
of Tyths, or the Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs of con- 
ting toward the Maintenance of a Goſpel Miniſtry, 

| D 2 But 


(b) Verſe 12. 
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But til] it will be objected, That the Law of the Land hath I ze 
made ſufficient Proviſion for Miniſters in our Church. To 


which J anſwer, that this Diſcourſe is not intended as an 
Appeal to the Government, but to the Conſciences of thoſe 


who have moſt Reaſon to contribute toward making up Con 
what the Law of the Land is deficient in; that is, the the | 
Maintenance of thoſe Miniſt ers, who have no tolerable late. 
Competency. And Her Majeſty's Royal Bounty, &. is no hi 
for the ſame end, not to add where there is a ſufficienWro eo 
Competency, but where there is not. 5 get te 
But before I diſmiſs this Place of Scripture, it may I 
requiſite, for the clearing this Matter, to inquire how, that i 
upon. what Grounds, theſe Wages became due, or upogWlibera 
what Title or Law the Apoſtle claims or aſlerts them as Hi can be 
Right. For, in the Roman Empire, there was, to be ſurge» him 
at that time, no Law for Tyths or Contributions, or chat a: 
thing elſe, toward the Maintenance of a Goſpel MiniiyMApoſt] 
which taught a Religion ſo directly oppoſite to Heathen {ly gi 
dolatry, and to all the Vices and Immoralities of MankindWithoy 
for which the Apoſtles, inſtead of being paid or rewarWious 5; 
ed, were hated and cruelly Oppreſſed and Perſecuted. . Ler 
the Mages which St. Paul took as his Right, were from wor 6 
Chriſtian Converts; and he grounded his Title and Ci ords 
upon the Principles of natural Equity and Juſtice, as ave me 
due Reward of his Labours among them. And before Won, or 
Empire became Chriſtian, or any Law could be ſuppagWainTnr 
to be made tor a ſettled Maintenance for the Goſpel Hie of 
niſtry, it muſt be only out of an inwaid Principle of (u t dece: 


ence, and a devout Senſe of the natural Equity of the tices of 
that ſuch liberal Contributions were made by the Chumanner 
tor the Support of the Ainiſtry, as well as the Poor; wie and 
every good Chriſtian, I preſume, would think hin 
at this time oblig'd to relieve according to his Ability, 
J have already obſerved, tho? there ſhould be no Law of 
Land compelling him thereunto. And therefore, tho 

ſuch good Chriſtians may be exempted by any pl 
lar Grants or Indulgences of the Magiſtrate, I can't ſee 

he can yet think himſelf exempted in Conſcience, "WE Law of 
contributing to the Maintenance of the Miniſtry, from vin Aut 
Labours and Service he reaps ſo conſtant a Benefit, viance of 


— — 
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Obligation a ad Force of a perpetual ſtanding Law of 


Conſcience from Guilt in the Breach of a Divine Law, if 
the Law of Nature be ſuch. I confeſs, he that ſhall calcu- 


no higher Principles, than thoſe of Mr. Hobs, may be able 


get to Heaven by his Statute-Book, better than his Bible. 
will mention but one place of Scripture more; and 
that is, Gal: 6. 6. where the Apoſtle exhorts them to be 
liberal to their Teachers in as plain and expreſs Terms as 
can be uſed 3 Let hum that is taught in the Word, communicate 
him that teacheth in all good I hings. I will not ſuſpect, 
at any Body can be ſo ignorant as to imagine, that the 
\poſtle, from the manner of expreſſing himſelf here, is 
ly giving Advice, which may be hearken'd to, or not, 
vithout Sin; becauſe, in ſpeaking againſt the moſt noto- 
ous Sins, he often expreſſes himſelt in the ſame Terms, 
Let him that ſtole, (teal no more; and, Let your Conver- 
tion be without Covetouſneſs, &c. But, if the following 
ords may be ſuppoſed to have any relation to theſe'I 
ave mentioned, or to be intended to heighten our Atten- 
on, or give any Weight to them, we have then a very 
ainTntimation here, that he that doth not obſerve this 
ule of Communicating to his Teacher in all good things, doth 
It deceive himſelf and mock God; which are no ſmall In- 
ances of a Man's Folly and Guilt, And in how peculiar 
manner God may be look'd upon, as concern'd in this 
ee and Precept of the Apoſtle, V. 6. may be no difficult 
Utter to gather or infer from that near Relation the 
el Miniſtry bears to his moſt Holy Name and Nature. 
ever, the Apoſtle can be ſuppoſed to be arguing in 
$ Caſe upon no other Principle, but the ſelf-evident and 
ſiſputable Equity and Reaſonableneſs of the thing in its 
t ſec a intrinſick Nature, without bidding them go back to 
nee , H Law ot Tyths, or ſtay to ſee what particular Methods 
rom ran Authority ſhould think fit to eſtabliſh for the Main- 
efit, Aence of the Miniſtry ;; or without telling them they 


he can believe that human Authority can — the 

= 
ty, grounded upon the natural Reaſonableneſs of Things; 
that any civil Exemptions in the State, can acquit his 


late his Religion, and the conduct of his Conſcience, from 


to content himſelf with ſuch a State-Religion, and think to 


might 
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| demanded as a thing due, upon a valuable or equitable 
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might look upon themſelves exempted in Conſcience, from 
any Obligation by Vertue of this Precept of communicat. 
ing to their Teachers, &c. till the Law of the Land ſhould 
oblige them to obſerve it, or do ſomething in that way. 

But that I may not be too tedious upon this Argument, 
I ſhall not ſtay ſo much as to examine. what the Apoſtle 
writes to the Theſſalonians, 1 Thef. 5. 12, 13 tho! the high 
Eſteem and Love for the Goſpel Miniſtry ſeems to be there 


Conſideration, namely, for their Works ſake. And tis ng 
way abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the Fruits of that Eſteem and 
Love toward them, ought to be manifeſted by a liberal Cn. 
tribution toward their Support and Maintenance: Becauſe 
Honour, as I have already obſerved, without ſuch a ne. 
ceſſary Support, will ſoon ſink and dwindle away into no- 
thing. Neither will I ealarge at preſent upon 1 Tim. 5.17, 
Let the Elders that rule well, be counted worthy of double H. 
nour, eſpecially they who labour in the Word and Doftrine; 
ſince the Apoſtle ſupports his Argument there in the fol 
lowing Verſe, upon the very ſame Principle of commonWicrce t 
Juſtice and Equity, that I have already ſpoken to: No eation 
laſtly, will I make any farther ſtrict Inquiry upon wha 
Principles and Motives Abraham (a) gave Tyths ſo libe 
rally to Melchizedeck; or Jacob ſo generouſly dedicated ti 
God the Tenth of all that he ſhould give him, Gen. 28.2 
or Joſeph refuſed to alienate the Lands and Poffeſſions « 
the Prieſts (b), being an utter Stranger, I preſume, toil 
later Methods of Appropriation and Impropriation : Tho! 
is eaſy to believe, that theſe renowned Patriarchs and Pal 
terns of Piety and Vertue, acted in theſe Caſes upon ſuchil 
ward Awes and Principles of Conſcience and natural Re 
gion, as are fince unhappily worn out of the Minds of t 
many. 

1 will only mention one or two things more, wherebſ 
ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of what I have advanced, aud 
conclude. One Conſideration that I ſhall offer, ſhall 
taken from the Nature of the Chriſtian Church in gene! 
as it is a Society: And ſeveral others might be taken, 
I had'a mind to enlarge, from the Nature and Ends of 
Miniſterial Function and Imployment. A 
48) Heb. 7. 2. (5 Gen, 47. 22. mY 


— 
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And Erft;.If we conſider the Chriſtian Church as a So- 


ciety, I cannot ſee why every Member thereof, ſhould not 
look upon himſelf to be obliged in his place, and accord- | 


| 


: ing to his Ability, to bear a part in doing what is even eſ- 
t, fentially neceſſary to its Support, as a Society, And if the | 
le N Goſpel Miniſtry and Service be ſo eſſentially neceſſary in | 


order thereunto, methinks every Member ſhould think it 
re but reaſonable to contribute in a ſuitable Proportion, out of 
le WY x plentiful Tyth-Free Eſtate, or any other Stock of Wealth 
no Wl no way charged with Tyths, toward the Maintenance and 
nd Support thereof. I ſay, ina ſuitable Proportion; becauſe -| 


| 


n- de Rule of Proportion ſeems to be of uſe in Religion, as 
uſe well as in other Matters; as appears from the Apoſtle's 
ne-Micharging Chriſtians to lay y in Store for charitable and pi- 
no-Mious Uſes, according 45 God ſhould bleſs or proſper them, 1 Cor. 
17.86. 2. Lam not unwilling (as I have already intimated} 


hat the Contributions I am pleading for, ſhould be called 
iberality or Bounty; only I would evince, that it is ſuch 
berality as every Member in the Church is bound in Con- 
exce to offer, according to his Ability, in the way I am 
entioning. And as for Proportion, the Want or Defi- 
jency of that, I humbly conceive, was the main thing 
ir Saviour aimed to reprehend, by the Reflections he 
ade upon the rich Men's caſting into the Treaſury ſo lit- 
out of their great Abundance.  . 

But to proceed : It is the Obſervation of a learged Pre- 


ion 
to Me * of our Church, that the Method that our Saviour 


th ſet on Foot for our Salvation, doth not ſo much conſi- 
tus as fingle Perſons, as joyned together in one common 
ety. The Conſequence of which is, that every Perſon, 
ar as he is a Chriſtian, is ſo far a Member of the 
urch. From whence it will tollow, he tells us, that 
rery ſuch Perſon is obliged to joyn iu external Commu- 
on with the Church, where he can do ſo. Becauſe, 
th he, without this, the Eads of Church Society can- 
ot be attained : One of which Ends, he tells vs, is the 
ore ſolemn Worſhip of God *. For. the Performance 
much ſolemn Worſhip, a publick Goſpel Ainiſtry ſeems 

| co 


— — — — p90; — — 
* a, B. Tak's Sermon Rom. 14 19. pag. 4, 5. 6. 


or Communion with any Society of Chriſtians . Andi 


to be every way neceſſary. And who can be more proper 
W ly ſaid to be obliged to contribute to the Maintenance of bt 
ſuch a Miniſtry, than the ſeveral Members? Becauſe they 


i Memberſhip, to be inſtrumental, according to their Ahj. 
lity, in carrying on or accompliſhing this great End, vir, 


(26) 
plainly ſeem to be obliged, even by Vertue of their Church. 


God's Solemn Worſhip ;, and alſo, becauſe they ſhare in the 
Benefits of ſuch a publick Miniſtry and Service ih the Edi. 
fication of their own Souls. And therefore he tells ns, p.g, 
© That they diſeourſe wildly and extravagantly, who talk 
of Chriſtianity at large, without relation to a Church, 
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it be every Chriſtian's Duty, as Member of the Church, 
to proſecute this end of the Church, inte which he is in- 
corporated, I mean, the ſolemn Worſhip of God and pub 
lick Profeſſion of Religion ; I cannor ſee why it ſhould not 
be his Duty, according to his Ability, to proſecute and h 
inſtrumental in eſtabliſhing the Means, that is, the Main 
raining a Goſpel Miniſtry, the Perſons every neceſſary fo 
the ſolemn Performance of this Divine Worſhip. 

Many very material things might be urged in the preſe 


| - Caſe, from a Conſideration of the Nature of the Mini ed 


| . Titable Ways, as may procure him that Eſteem which 


12 gea ſmall Charity-School in his Pariſh (purſuant... Bis 


daring Sinner ſhall not be able to retort upon him the 


tial Imployment, to which every Man in that Function 082 an 
obliged to dedicate his whole Time and Labours : þ 
I will only add this, that this competent Maintenance fort 
Miniſter, which I am now pleading for, ſeems to be er 
way neceſſary to enable him, by a liberal Contribution, 


that laudable ſort of Chriſtian Benefactlon, which, to 
eternal Honour, hath flouriſhed ſo much in our Fy 
Church of late Years); and to do ſuch Good in other d 


render his Labours the more effectual. 

And it might not be too foreign; I hope, from my} 
fent Argument, if I ſhould ſay, that if a Miniſter's be 
put into ſuch comfortable Circumſtances, ſhall give 
Life or Authority to his Reprehenſions of Vice; yet il 
= him ſome Courage and Boldnefs to tebuke, whtll 


verty of tis Condition, nor give him a Wipe for pu 


(27) | 
& much upon his Neighbours. When St, Paul bid Timothy 
debüke with all Authority, he meant, I ſuppoſe, that he 
dould have ſomewhat to ſupport that Authority: And 
ho? the extraordinary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit, and the 
ignity of the Function, were ſufficient Supports in thoſe 
days of exemplary Zeal, Devotion and Piety; yet ſome- 
hat elſe may ſeem to be wanting now, ſince thoſe extra⸗ 


- 

- Wcdinary Aſſiſtances have been withdrawn. I fay, the ex- 
. ordinary Aſſiſtance and Protection of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Ic Which the Apoſtles had, were ſufficient to ſupport the Au- 


jority and Eſteem of their Function, againſt the Re- 
caches of Poverty in thoſe times; But now ſome compe- 
it Share of Human Learning, &c. ſeems to be every way 
ceſſary, which the beggarly Condition of a Clergy-man 
too great a Bar againſt, and ſuch a. Difficulty, as is 
dly to be got over in his Endeavours to attain it. 

The Augmentations that have been made of late Years, 
ſeveral Biſhops, Deans and Chapters, and other Perſons 
good and pious Inclination this way, (as may be ſeen 
Dr. Kennet's Caſe, or Hiſtory of Impropriations) are to 
improper Arguments of ſuch. Men's being ſufficiently 
rincd of the great Need and Reaſonableneſs of the 
ig 1 am pleading for; and, methinks, ſhould be no 


: dy" Motives to, quicken others in a liberal Gonttibutidn 
for ard accompliſhing the ſame good Ends. 1 

e e bere are ſeveral Things relating to the preſent Caſe; 
tion, n might. be taken out of the late learned Biſhop &. 
Cuant rs Diſcourſes to his Clergy, at his Viſitations; and 
1, 10 Authors; which will never be effectually auſwer'd, 
r Helbing is done that I am here inſiſting on. But I am 


her Cl 


- ſenſble, that mine own Inſufficiency will be a ſuffici- 
hic U 


ipology for my not not having drawn this Diſcourſe 
its full Length, and for my not having done it in a 
ext and perfect Method. , + 
Il therefore beg leave only to ask this one Queſtion; 
den have done; namely; Whether, if a National 
an Society were going about to eltabliſh a Mainte- 
lor a Goſpel Miniſtry, they would leave one part of It 
| deſtitute of a ſuitable Competency, and conſe- 
chain them down to a pinching and diſconſolate 
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poverty ? If it ſhall be atiſwered-in the Negative, asl pre 
ſume it would be by all reaſonable and impartial Men, then 
this ſeems:to:me to be a ſufficient Argument of a very ade 


blameable Deficiency in the preſent Caſe. 
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The CONCLUSION. I 


T may be ohje&ed againſt this Diſcourſe, by the One! 

of theſe TJyth- free Eſtates, that they were purchaſed 

them or their Anceſtors, at a Value including the Tyths 

and therefore tor them to be made liable to the Payment 
Tyths, would be charging them double. 
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To thisI anſwer, Firſt, That I meddle not with Tyth 
in the way of adviſing the Magiſtrate to make any ne 
Laws about them ; this Diſcourſe being only an Appeal 
the Couſciences of thoſe that may be conceri!'d in it. 


Secondly, Lask, Whether theſe Purchaſes © were ma Book 
from the Church? Or, Whether the Goſpel Miniſter MF! part 
ever the better, by, or from them? Or'reap any Be k, 
from theace, in the way of a Recompence for their Lal 
and Service trom thoſe, whoſe Souls they labour for. ight 2 


| Thirdly, Lask, Whether theſe Parchaſes were made f he 
thoſe, who had a rightful Power to ſell? And whetgis ith 
if they had a Power to ſell the Tyths, they had alſo a Poliſh Prov. 
do ſell the Miniſter's equitable Right to a Recompence tendec 
his Labour and Service, without his Conſent ? And ne tak 
© quently, whether it may not be urged in this Caſe of ehe air 
ſcience, as in ſome other Caſes of Law, Caveat Empto by un 


Laſtly, J am not in this Diſcourſe, arguing fol t 
& Eſtates, being charged with Tyths in the common . 
de law; butt only for the Reaſonablencl that ford 
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(29) | 
ould be done in this Juncture, that may gioe Eiſe to her 
ijeſty's Royal Bounty, and enabls it to produce its in- 
nded Sovereign Effects in places, where u ſuffcient Com- 
tency is wanting for the Miniſter's Subſiſtence, to enabe 
Im to diſcharge the Duties of his Function with any to- 
able Cheerfulneſs and Succeſs. 50.909 & 1th 


for this Diſcourſe is intended as an humble Application, 
t only to the Owners of Tyth-free Eſtates, but alſo to 

others, whoſe Wealth may conſiſt of vaſt Stocks of 
ney, or in the way of Trade; and who are every way 
e to make conſiderable Contributions in this Caſe; and 
jo, perhaps, partake of the Goſpel Miniſtry and Service 


ed little or no Coſt, 
ths - F vhs . | oY 10 2 | 7 176 *. or49 
eat aft of all; If it ſhall be objected, that Thave in this Diſ- 


Irſe made uſe of an Author, whoſe Book fell under much 
plure tor the Principles he hath advanced with relation 
piſcopacy : I anſiver, that fome good Reaſonings may 
ound in a Book that ſhall chance to be blended with 
e Errors and Miſtakes : And, if what I have taken out 
the Iremcum, be agreeable with Truth and Reaſon, 
e no more need to make an Apology for making uſe of 


e n — * the Church of England hath for taking — 
ters parts o ellent Liturgy out of the,Maſs- = 
Ben K. lis. Tp > vol 57 ” 3 C75 
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ight add here, many places of Scripture pertinent to 
reſent Deſign : As, Honour-the Lord with thy Subſtance, 


ade fl Mh the Firft-Fruits of all thine Increaſe, fo ſhall thy Barns . 

bei with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt out with nem 

) a PO krov. 3. 9, 10. But, becauſe Brevity is what I at 

pence ended, 1 ſhall conclude with theſe two-Obſervations. 

nd e taken out of the Author of the holt Duty of Man 

e obe faith, It * is but juſt and neceſlary that thoſe, 

wo. .d y undertaking that Calling, that is, che Miniſtryy 
ken off from the Ways of gaining a Livelyhood in 

for . 011d, ſhould be provided tor by them, whoſe Souls 

on ws 25 8 | y they 
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N 5 . therefore it ig. reaſigincacll 
Which the Apoſtle urges in this Matter, JF. A have ſors 
| * anti yore ſpiritual. 1 ic it a4 Ereat thing if mg, ſhall reg 
eur carnal thing! 1 Cor. 9. 12, 7 That-is, it is moſt up 
©:reafonable for Men grudge the beſtowing a few 
“nal things, 1 Neceſſaries of this tempor 
© Life, on Then rom who they receive e wing 
even lnſtruction and Alffkance tomard the gal 
6 Eternal Life. 

The other Obſervation I take out of a fat Pany i 
called; The Huband-man's Manual ; a Book often given 
1 People, and never cenſured by any Body, a3. bi 

In the moral Application the Author makes abi 
Tyths, he hath this Expreſſion, viz. 1 do in my Ha 
.O far approve of what our Anceſtors have done; tht 

Were it left to my ſelf to ſet. a-part what Portion 
fel ſhould think fit, for 55 Maintenance of God's Ji 
ers; I would take care, that he, hy whom I receive 
5 Ns 2 TIE * * i Wh ran 
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